
 ​ ​ Start the Beat Competition 
   Saturday, October 24, 2026 

    Bloomington High School 

                              1202 East Locust Street 

                               Bloomington, IL 61701 

 

General Information: The Illinois Drill Team Association is excited to announce the 2026 Start the Beat 

competition!  This event offers competitors the opportunity to showcase their talents in the Soloist, Duet, 

and Trio categories! The highest-scoring performer in each age division (JH, 9th, 10th, & 11th) in both 

Dance and Flag will earn the opportunity to perform as an exhibition at the IDTA State Finals, provided the 

team is an IDTA member in good standing.  Senior Soloist winners (Dance and Flag) will receive an 

automatic qualification to the IDTA Solo Grand Champion preliminary round, if their team is an IDTA 

member in good standing. The winning Duet and Trio in each age division will also earn an opportunity to 

perform as an exhibition at the State Finals, provided the team is an IDTA member in good standing.  

 

Soloist Category: 

●​ Age Divisions:  Junior High (5th - 8th grade), Freshman, Sophomore, Junior, and Senior 

●​ Categories:  Lyrical, Jazz, Hip Hop, or Flag 

●​ Competitors may register for one solo category 

●​ Placements will be awarded for each category 

●​ Routine time limit is 1:30 - 2:00 minutes 

 

Duet & Trio Category: 

●​ Age Divisions: JH (11-13 years of age), JV (14-15 years of age), Varsity (16-18 years of age) - Dance or Flag 

○​ To determine the age division:  average the age of the performers, drop the decimal - do not round up.   

○​ Competitors must use their age as of September 1, 2026. 

●​ Competitors may register for one routine in the Duet and one routine in the Trio category. 

●​ Placements will be awarded for each age division in the Duet category and the Trio category for Dance and Flag. 

●​ Any style of dance or flag performance is acceptable.  Routines will NOT be separated by categories, only by 

dance and flag.   

●​ Routine time limit is 1:30 - 2:00 minutes. 

Registration: Coaches should send the following: 

​ Completed registration form 

​ Release Form for each competitor 

​ Payment in full 

 

All paperwork must be received by Friday, October 9, 2026.  Confirmation of receipt of registration will be emailed 

to the coach. 

 

Competition Fees:  Checks or Money Orders made payable to “IDTA” or you may pay online: paypal.me/idta2021, 

(Katy Arnold @idta2021).  When it says to REVIEW payment before sending... it should say FRIENDS and FAMILY 

and there will be NO FEES.  Make sure to include 1. Name of Competitor(s), 2. Age Division, and 3. Category 

●​ $50.00 per Soloist  

●​ $60.00 per Duet performance 

●​ $75.00 per Trio performance 

 

Additional Information: 

●​ Costuming will follow the same guidelines as during the regular IDTA season (appropriate footwear, no 

jewelry, no exposed midriffs, etc). 

●​ No verbal evaluations will be provided. 

●​ Competitors must follow the NFHS Safety Guidelines as outlined in the 2026-27 Spirit Book. 

●​ Props may be used in routines.  

 

Further information will be shared with coaches and participants closer to the event. 
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